SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MULTICASTING 
MULTIMEDIA CONTENT 

Abstract 

A multicast network system utilizes a high speed link, such as a satellite 
link, to multicast multimedia information from the Internet to a plurality of 
receivers, such as personal computers. Information from selected web sites is 
organized into "channels" and provided to a multicast network for multicast 
transmission to the receivers. Updated channel information is also periodically 
provided. The receivers store the received channel such that a user can access 
the web page content in the channel at hard disk speed. Preferably, a 
conditional access system ensures that only authorized receivers receive the 
channels. The present invention also preferably includes a lower speed two- 
way connection to the Internet (such as dial up modem) which is used to report 
usage information and/or subscription information back to the web sites. The 
present invention also provides "seamless" or automatic access to this 
connection to allow the user to retrieve any information that has not been 
received and stored. The receiver also manages use of memory space and 
other applications that may be active on the receiver to ensure that the receipt 
and processing of the multicast information does not interfere with receiver 
operation. 
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